THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
so, we should have had a serious crack which would have cost far
more in production than these brief periods of rest from labour.
Next, allowances must be made for the very severe change in
the diet of the heavy manual worker. It is quite true that no one
has gone short of food ; there has been no hunger, there has not
been the confusion of some periods of the last war ; but no one can
pretend that the diet of the British people and especially of their
heavy workers has not become far less stimulating and interesting
than it was a year ago. Except for our Fighting Services, we have
been driven back to a large extent from the carnivore to the herbi-
vore. That may be quite satisfactory to the dietetic scientists who
would like to make us all live on nuts, but undoubtedly it has
produced, and is producing, a very definite effect upon the energetic
output of the heavy worker. We want more meat in the mines
and the foundries, and we want more cheese. Why should that
gratify Lord Haw-Haw ? Lord Haw-Haw should also bear in mind
the statement of Mr. Harry Hopkins the other day, on the intention
of the United States to see that we get our food, and to keep clear
the sea-lanes by which our food will be brought. I know of the
great arrangements which have been made to send us nourishing,
varied and more interesting food in vast quantities. Therefore
there is no need to tell me I am helping Lord Haw-Haw. If he
never gets any more consolation than he gets from me, his lot will
be as hard as he deserves. Every effort will be made, and is being
made, to supplement this deficiency; and I share the hope of the
Minister of Food and the Minister of Agriculture that our rations
in 1942 will be more stimulating and more intensely nourishing than
in 1941.
That is the second reason. The first is the need for some
relaxation; then there is this question of food, which has come
upon us gradually, and which is serious. I wish it to be known all
over the United States that it is serious, because it encourages them
in their actions. The third reason is this : Look at all the dilution
we have had. It is estimated that one-third more people are
working in the war industries than there were a year ago. A great
many of these are trainees and newcomers, It would not be wonder-
ful if they failed to preserve the same level of output per pair of
tuman hands as was achieved by the skilled craftsmen of a year
or eighteen months ago. Naturally they will improve. They are
improving, but dilution means a reduction in. efficiency per pair of
human hands in the earlier stages.
Then, fourthly, there has been great dislocation by reason of
the air raids, by which, the Germans hoped to smash, up our iadus-
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